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Results

A greater rib eye area was observed in fertile than sub-fertile cows of similar age and body development. 
Fertile cows had lower progesterone concentrations from Day 8 to 18 of the cycle compared to sub-fertile 
cows, but this difference had no impact on follicle growth and development

Conclusions

Aim
To study the follicular dynamics and progesterone profiles in fertile and sub-fertile Hereford cows of 
similar age and body development

• Fertile and sub-fertile cows had similar 
age, body weight and hip height

• All the fat measurements (marbling, 
subcutaneous fat and P8) were similar 
between groups

• Fertile cows had a greater rib eye area 
(76.7 ± 3.1 cm2) than sub-fertile cows
(66.9 ± 2.9 cm2; P < 0.05)

• No differences were observed in the
number of waves and follicle dynamics
during the estrus cycle

Progesterone concentrations during the estrus
cycle in fertile cows (black symbol) and sub-fertile
cows (white symbol) *= P < 0.05
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